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It is not often that we liave occasion to review a memoir which has been twenty years before the public, and which may be presumed to have already taken its legitimate place in medical literature. Occasionally, however, it happens that observations or doctrines of real importance and permanent value, are jostled aside in the crowd of ephemeral productions which daily pass before the eyes of the cultivatoi s of medical science; and when the course of modern investigation recalls our attention to facts which we believe to have been passed over too lightly in the first instance, we shall not hesitate to bring these again before our readers. We trust that in the present instance they will readily pardon us for an attempt to illustrate the physiology of the duodenal digestion, by a reference to a paper of Dr. Bright, read before the Medico-Chirurgical Society in November, 1832, and None of these authors give any definite opinion as to the source of the oily matter; nor do they engage, except to a very limited extent, in pathological speculation as to the nature of the disease; but Dr. Bright's paper is distinguished from the others by an analysis of the phenomena tound in connexion with this curious symptom, and whether we regard the severity of its logic, the importance of its conclusions, or the unassuming manner in which it is given to the world, we do not hesitate to refer to this investigation as a model of medical reasoning, and as eminently worthy of its author.
The importance of Dr. Bright's views, as bearing upon the recent physiological researches to which we have alluded, will be seen in the following summary of them.
In referring to the three cases in which the symptom above described came under his notice, Dr. Bright remarks:
" When we draw a comparison between the three foregoing cases, a very close analogy, or even identity, in many circumstances, may be traced. In all of them chronic ailment terminated, sooner or later, in jaundice; and in all of them a great peculiarity in the character of the dejections existed. In the result of the examination after death we have likewise some circumstances which coincide in all?obstructed biliary ducts; the liver gorged with bile; fungoid disease attacking the head of the pancreas; and malignant ulceration on the surface of the duodenum. The question to be solved is, upon which of the conditions indicated or caused by these morbid changes, if upon either, the peculiarity of the alvine evacuations depended ? That the obstruction of the biliary ducts, or even the total absence of all indication of biliary secretion, is not usually attended by the same peculiarity in the evacuations, many cases which have been cautiously detailed by various authors, and many which we have all observed, bear sufficient testimony; and I was therefore induced to ascribe it either to the existence of malignant disease, or 
